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This year is the start of An exciting evolution to our annual UMMen Igniting Faith Re-
treat as we launch a three part series, beginning with this yearôs theme IMPACT!.  We 
are honored to announce Rev. Olu Brown, Lead Pastor, Impact Church, an ordained 
Clergy in the North Georgia Conference as our Keynote Speaker.  
Rev. Brown will bring excitement and passion to the weekend, guiding us as we dis-

cover how we ALL can make an IMPACT! Come and hear one of the most be-
loved and outstanding preachers in Methodism encourage and challenge the 
men of the North GA Conference.  
Rev. Olu Brown is the founder and lead pastor of Impact Church, one of the 
fastest growing United Methodist congregations in the Atlanta area.  He is mar-
ried to Farrah Brown and they are the proud parents of Daya Brown. A native of 
Texas, Olu graduated from The Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlan-
ta and served as Associate Pastor at Cascade 
United Methodist Church for six years prior to 
starting Impact Church. 
The UMMen Igniting Faith Retreat is open 
to all men age 14 and up, providing a multi-
generational faith experience. Gearing activities 
and workshops towards our various stages of 

life the retreat has programs such as rock climbing and zip-lining for 
our youth, contemporary and traditional worship services, and a multitude 
of workshops designed for an array of ages and interests. Additionally, 
there are early morning Bible Studies by the lake,  the Upper Room 
Prayer Line to be staffed each evening and outreach focused Potato Drop, PETÈÈ Mobility assembly pro-
ject, Red Cross Blood donation and canned food drive. Other on-site activities include mini-golf, fishing, 
tennis and basketball courts, football, hiking trails, and baseball. Participate in the time of Prayer and 
Fasting at Collinswood Thursday evening September 25th. 
Music during the weekend provided by Casey Darnell, Connexion and Impact United Methodist Con-

gregationôs Praise Teams, Ralph Freeman, and the UMMen Volunteer Choir.  
The UMMen Igniting Faith Retreat truly has something for everyone. 
Special Family PricingSpecial Family Pricing: The first Full-Time w/ Lodging registration is $185, each Additional Family 

Member only $155.  Sorry, no family discounts for single day registrations. 
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Follow us Follow us ðð  Facebook.com/UMMenIgnitingFaithRetreat and Facebook.com/UMMenNGa    
Go Online Go Online for more information about these and other activities - www.ngcumm.orgwww.ngcumm.org 
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The United Methodist Men of North Georgia are Inviting and Encouraging Men The United Methodist Men of North Georgia are Inviting and Encouraging Men   
to be Engaged in Service and Fellowship with the Purpose of to be Engaged in Service and Fellowship with the Purpose of   

Developing Disciples of Jesus Christ!Developing Disciples of Jesus Christ!  

Casey Darnell Casey Darnell In Concert In Concert Saturday September 27thSaturday September 27th  

WW e are pleased to announce Casey Darnell will be In Concert at the  
UMMen Igniting Faith Retreat on Saturday Night following the 

evening worship service. The concert is included with Full Time and Saturday 
Only weekend registrations. 
The concert is also open to youth and young men who are not attending 

the retreat by purchasing special Saturday Night Only Concert Tickets 
for this event.  For only $25.00 per person our young men will attend the 
concert and participate in activities Saturday afternoon & evening, including: 
youth activities, workshops, dinner, evening worship, snack and concert. 
Order as many tickets as needed!   



The Presidentôs DeskThe Presidentôs Desk  
By Cary Loesing, Conference PresidentBy Cary Loesing, Conference President  

II  want to thank the men of the North Georgia Conference for their 
tireless support in furthering the 
Kingdom of God 
through the work of 
the United Methodist 
Men.  It is an exciting 
time to be in Ministry 
with  Men!  
Across North Geor-
gia we are seeing in-
creased interest for 
reaching out to men 
in our congregations and community 
to further develop a life long relation-
ship with Jesus Christ!  Through the 
continued  implementation of our 
Strategic Ministry Plan we are 
helping countless individuals, congre-
gations, and communities to identify 
their own area of ministry focus. We 
ask you to join with us and make a 
positive impact on the Kingdom of 
God.  See page 3 of this Menôs News 
for additional information about 
these areas of ministry. 
Do you want to become a better 
husband, father, son, or brother? 
There is no better way than to be 
involved with Menôs Ministries 
through the United Methodist Men of 
the North Georgia Conference.  
I look forward to seeing you at lo-
cal unit meetings, district rallies, and 
conference events like: Spring Golf 
Outing, United Methodist Night at 
the Gwinnett Braves and the UM-
Men Igniting Faith Retreat at Rock 
Eagle held the last full weekend each 
September.  
If you are challenged in connecting 
the men of your congregation and 
community, consider attending an 
Understanding Menôs Ministry 
training event with your core leader-
ship team!  
When men work together with their 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and 
witness, the light of Christ shines as 
never before on earth.  Our mission 
is clear and our faith is strong.  Join 
us and help us to respond to the 
Great Commandment to ñgo into all 
the world and make disciples, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spiritò. Be the catalyst 
to bring transformation of life into 
your congregation, community, North 
Georgia, our country, and throughout 
the world by walking in the footsteps 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
through the presence and the power 
of the Holy Spirit! 
In HIS Service, Cary 
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Conference Officers ElectedConference Officers Elected  
Cary Loesing  Conference President  
Jasper Russell  Vice President  
      Conference Affairs and Administration 
John Holley  Vice President  
      Membership, Organization and Chartering 
Robert Kopp  Vice President Activities and Retreats 
Warren Head Secretary 
Ira Pence  Treasurer 
James Jones  Director Evangelism 
Chuck Duncan Director Spiritual Development 
Tim McCray  Prayer Advocate 
Steve Hart  Hunger Advocate 
Curtis Dilworth Director Missions 
Terry Bizzell  Director Disaster Response 
John Hughes Director Prison Ministry 
Barry Herrin  Scouting Coordinator 
Louis Johnson Director Leadership Development 
Chris Walsh  Director Communications 

  

Term of Office July 2014 through June 2016Term of Office July 2014 through June 2016 

2015 Budget Approved2015 Budget Approved  
Income 
 Pledges, Contributions, Charters, EMS  $30,600 
 Event and Activity Fund Raising Net Income $26,000 
 Mission General Income    $  6,000 
Total Income              $62,600 
 
Expenses 
 Operational Expenses    $34,600 
  Newsletter, Office, Postage, Rent,  
  Telephone, Internet, Staff, etc. 
 Ministry Areas 
  Evangelism     $  3,000 
  Spiritual Growth    $  3,000 
  Prayer Advocacy    $  3,000 
  Hunger Advocacy & Special Projects $  5,000 
  Missions     $  6,000 
  Disaster Response    $  1,000 
  Prison Ministry    $  3,000 
  Scouting Ministry    $  1,000 
  Leadership Development   $  1,000 
  Communications    $  2,000 
Total Expenses              $62,600 

2014 Annual Meeting & Training Highlights2014 Annual Meeting & Training Highlights  

TT he Annual Meeting and Training of the United Methodist Men North Georgia Conference was held on May 17, 2014 at Bri-
arcliff United Methodist Church.  Participants included Local Menôs 
Ministry leaders, UMMen District Officers and Conference Officers. 
Following a time of fellowship, the meeting was called to order 
at 9:16 AM.  During the business portion of the meeting Confer-
ence Officers for the 2014-2016 Term were elected and the 2015 
Budget was approved.  Reports were provided the current Confer-
ence Officers and Ministry Area leaders. Also, an updated descrip-
tion of the Leadership Development Ministry area of the Strategic 
Ministry Plan was approved. 
Training on UMMen Leadership Principles was provided by Louis 
Johnson, Director Leadership Development and Terry Bizzell. 
Following a break for lunch, reports from District Presidents 
were received. 
Reports from Local Menôs Ministry Units were received. 
Meeting adjourned around 3:30 PM 
Complete Meeting Agenda, minutes, report package and distrib-
uted materials can be found on our website at www.ngcumm.org 



Menôs Ministry Chartering / RecertifyingMenôs Ministry Chartering / Recertifying  

TT he Leadership of the United Methodist Men of the North Georgia Conference encourages every local 
menôs ministry to charter and be a part of the larger 
group of United Methodist Men seeking to serve the 
Lord. You will receive news from around the nation and 
world and detailed information on activities and events 
specific to the United Methodist Men of the North Geor-
gia Conference.  
You may ask why should we submit a Charter or re-
new a Charter?  The simple answer is found in The 
Book of Discipline (which contains the guidelines and 
rules of structure of the United Methodist Church), Par-
agraph 257, ñEach church or charge shall have an or-
ganized unit of United Methodist Men chartered and 
annually renewed through the General Commission on 
United Methodist Men.ò The North Georgia Conference 
United Methodist Menôs office is the agent for the Gen-
eral Commission on United Methodist Men.  Thus, 
chartering or recertifying your unit allows us to update 
our records so that we can channel the resources of 
the United Methodist Men of North Georgia to you 
more effectively.  
The Chartering fee is $115 with $85.00 forwarded to 
the General Commission on United Methodist Menôs 
office in Nashville to support the work of UMMen na-
tionally and internationally.  $30.00 supports the min-
istries of the United Methodist Men of the North Geor-
gia Conference.  
If you have questions, please call Judy Koch at the 
UMMen office (on Tuesday or Wednesday) at  
404-909-8250 or judy.koch@ngcumm.org.  

EMS EMS ðð  Every Man SharesEvery Man Shares  
in Evangelism, Missions and in Evangelism, Missions and 

Spiritual LifeSpiritual Life      

YY ou are invited to become a partner in the largest, most organized menôs ministry pro-
gram of any denomination in the US.  We are 
the second largest sponsoring organization for 
Boy Scouts of America, and a leader in Girl 
Scouts and the Amachi mentoring program 
with Big Brothers and Big Sisters.  We con-
tinue to evolve, grow and improve, but you are 
joining a winning team. 
There is a long history of menôs ministry with-
in the United Methodist Church.  The multiple 
components are coordinated internationally 
through the General Commission 
on United Methodist Men.  As an 
EMS member you will receive a 
wide variety of resources that offer 
access and explanation of our many 
ministries for men, youth and fami-
lies.   
With an annual donation of just 
$45, you will be in partnership with 
the menôs ministry programs in our 
world-wide church and a portion of 
each donation returns to the 
UMMen of the North Georgia 
Conference to help support Confer-
ence and District UMMen ministries.  Become 
an EMS member today.     More information 
available at www.ngcumm.org 
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DOING THE WORDDOING THE WORD  
Strategic Ministry Plan Strategic Ministry Plan ðð  Areas of Ministry Areas of Ministry   

Evangelismðpromoting personal witnessing and training in partner-
ship with local churches and Conference organizations; 
Spiritual Growthðteaching and guiding men in the N. GA Confer-
ence to have a deeper knowledge and understanding through Bible 
Study, Walk to Emmaus and spiritual retreats; 
Prayer Advocacyðteaching and leading the men of N. GA to have 
vibrant prayer lives and supporting the Upper Room Prayer Line; Sup-
port for Upper Room Prayer Line, Development of Prayer Advocates in 
local churches and districts 
Hunger Advocacyðcreating awareness and increasing participation 
in the fight to end hunger in our community and around the world; 
Potato drops, gleaning, victory gardens 
Missionsðserving mission needs in our communities, the North 
Georgia Conference, the state, the nation and internationally directly 
and through partnerships; Audio Bible Project 
Disaster Responseðresponding to disasters, wherever they may 
occur, being prepared with proper training, using the resources avail-
able through the North Georgia Conference; 
Prison Ministryðminister to the needs of inmates and families in N. 
GA through Kairos, Amachi (Big Brothers & Big Sisters), DISCIPLE Bi-
ble Outreach and other organizations; Amachi Program Launch 
Scouting Ministryðpromoting, supporting and serving Scouting or-
ganizations across North Georgia; Bishopôs Award of Excellence 
Leadership Developmentðtraining men to accept UMM and other 
leadership positions in their local church, the District, and the North 
GA Conference, partnering with the Conference Board of Laity pro-
grams Leader Training Plan 
Communicationsðimproving the processes of effective and efficient 
communications delivering timely and relevant information to men 
across the conference. Updated Bulk Mail Distribution, Moving to dis-
tribute Mens News electronically, Facebook Page, Website 

Prayer MinistryPrayer Ministry  
By Tim McCray, Prayer AdvocateBy Tim McCray, Prayer Advocate  

TT he following are suggestions to help you keep prayer in 
focus in your Menôs Ministry 
meeting, activities and events: 
 

1. Remember the importance of 
having a prayer wall at special 
events 

2. Remember the National Day of 
Prayerðfirst Thursday in May 

3. Remember to have a Special 
Prayer on Veteran's Day, No-
vember 11 

4. Remember to schedule a re-
mote Upper Room Prayer 
Line at least twice a year 

5. Remember to attend at least 
one prayer event per year 

6. Remember to pray with your 
pastor prior to each sermon 
message 

7. Remember to choose and pray 
with your prayer partner daily 

8. REMEMBER YOUR MENôS MIN-
ISTRY UNIT can become a 
prayer COVENANT GROUP! 

 

We receive the power of the 
Holy Spirit when we seek to un-
derstand and follow His will as 
we humble ourselves in prayer to 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

file:///F:/../Users/Cary/Downloads/DOING%20THE%20WORD.docx#evangelism
file:///F:/../Users/Cary/Downloads/DOING%20THE%20WORD.docx#spirtural growth
file:///F:/../Users/Cary/Downloads/DOING%20THE%20WORD.docx#prayer advocacy
file:///F:/../Users/Cary/Downloads/DOING%20THE%20WORD.docx#local missions
file:///F:/../Users/Cary/Downloads/DOING%20THE%20WORD.docx#us missions
file:///F:/../Users/Cary/Downloads/DOING%20THE%20WORD.docx#prison misistry
file:///F:/../Users/Cary/Downloads/DOING%20THE%20WORD.docx#scouting ministry


Menôs Ministry News from Around North GeorgiaMenôs Ministry News from Around North Georgia  
Please send your local unit news to mynews@ngcumm.orgPlease send your local unit news to mynews@ngcumm.org  

WW  e are reaching men through a wide variety of Evangelism, Mission and Spiritual Growth activities. Here are a few: 
Oakwood:  Support the food pantry and other outreaches of the church. 
Clarkesville:   Sponsored Valentine Banquet, inviting and paying for all widows. 
Forsyth First:  Supported Local and National Missions with directed fundraisers. 
Wesley Chapel:  Teach and facilitate Adult Sunday School and Bible Study at the Church. 
Trinity/Carterville:  Participate in youth group mission trips and retreats and with NOMADS. 
LaFayette First:  Donated funds to the Mountain Top Boys Home in Sugar Valley and provid-
ed meals for the Kids4Christ in LaFayette, Georgia. 
Ellijay First:  Supported the Hands of Hope Ministries. Built handicap ramps and supported 
the Faith, Hope and Charity Christian Learning Center. 
Pine Grove:  Provided financial assistance to needy families in local area. 
Julia A. Porter:  Support the Mexico Mission, with shoe boxes, delivered each year at Christ-
mas. Also, make donations to St. Jude Children Hospital. 
Mountain Park:  Provide coats and garments for the homeless.  Work at the United Methodist 
Childrenôs Home and provide membership for Mission Team-Honduras. 
Cave Spring:  Support scouting units, financially and in the leadership committees. 
Watkinsville:  Support a local kitchen with $1,500 annually and staffing once each month. 
Anitoch/Nicholson:  Support ñMission Latinoò, via Our Daily Bread and Operation Christmas. 
Winterville:  Provide meals for ñCome and Seeò service and help with Relay for Life program. 
Fayetteville First: Raised over $10K for local charities. 
Greenville:  Help local families at Christmas time.  Make contributions to Hope Harbor, and 
help with the Churchôs Thrift Store. 
LaGrange First:  Installed and funded new shelving for the church and installed and funded 
the cost of attic stairs replacement for a family. 
Bethelview:  Help residents in the community with needed repairs and support the MSG 
Foundation to feed the hungry. 
Kennesaw:  Raised $800.00 sponsoring luncheon to benefit Murphy Harpst Childrenôs Home  
Due West:  Participate in Ministry Sunday Outreach and conduct a winter retreat at Simp-
sonwood Retreat Center, for prayer, study and worship. 
Clarkdale:  Take 250 sack lunches each January to the USO at the Atlanta Hartfield-Jackson 
International Airport. 
Bethel/Atlanta:  Support the ñSmart Lunchò program for needy youth, during the summer. 
Embry Hills:  Sponsor the youth on two summer mission trips and participate in many church
-wide mission projects. 
John Wesley:  Support ñFamily Promise-Gwinnettò, an outreach for homeless families. 
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Annual Spring Golf OutingAnnual Spring Golf Outing  

OO n March 25, 2014 the UM-Men of North Georgia 
held our 5th Annual Spring 
Golf Outing at Rivermont 
Golf and Country Club in 
Johns Creek, GA. We wish to thank all of the 

participants for coming out 
and supporting Menôs Ministry 
in North Georgia and the 
world. We anticipate continu-
ing this event each year in 
the Spring, so please join us 

and watch the event grow. 
This year a hearty gath-
ering of golfers enjoyed a 
great golf course, great 
food, gift cards for all golf-

ers, awards 
reception with 
prizes for teams and individuals, 
door prize giveaways, great fel-
lowship, and even a Faith Shar-
ing New Testament to keep or 
give away In Jesusô Name.  

Audio Bible ProjectAudio Bible Project  

TT he United Methodist Men have founded a New Minis-try.  It is an outreach to those who donôt know of 
Christ, and an assistance to the missionaries that serve 
them.  Too often the missionary is not proficient in the 
language of the people they serve.  Teaching the bible 
can be very difficult.  
The UMM is purchasing and sending to the most re-

mote parts of the world a solar-
powered audio bible.  Each bible is 
equipped with the language most used 
where it is sent.  Up to two languages 
are possible when more than one tribe 
is present.  A unit sent to remote parts 
of Nigeria will have both Ibo and Your-
ba native language capability. 
No electrical power?  No problem.  Ex-

posure to the sun during the day will charge the unit for 
an evening of Bible study.  The sound system is very 
good for so small of a unit and groups of a hundred peo-
ple can all hear the word. 
Would you like to participate in this ministry, to help 
reach those villages in the remotest parts of the world?  
Contributions of $100 will cover the cost of the device 
and one language! Mark Audio Bible Project and Send 
to: UMM, PO Box 450646, Atlanta, GA, 31145. 
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ONLINE Registration and information at 
www.ignitingfaithreatreat.www.ignitingfaithreatreat.comcom 

Blood DriveBlood Drive  

TT he American Red Cross 
will be at Rock Eagle on Saturday. 
Schedule a time to donate at Reg-
istration.  

Give Blood, Give Life! 

Hunger ReliefHunger Relief  
 by Steve Hart, Hunger Relief Advocate by Steve Hart, Hunger Relief Advocate  

TT he United Methodist Men of the North Georgia Conference 
is a strong supporter of hunger 
relief as evidenced by the 
300,000 pounds of white pota-
toes, and 1,000 pounds of 
gleaned apples provided to food 
banks, churches and residents 
across North Georgia in 2013.  
We work with the Society of 
Saint Andrew (SOSA), a part-
nership of long standing.   

We will continue to feed our 
brothers and sisters locally by 
partnering with SOSA through our 
regular drop off of 44,000 pounds 
of potatoes to be distributed to 
food banks and churches across 
our conference. The Potato Drop 
will be on Friday afternoon, 
September 26. 

Activities at the UMMen Igniting Faith Retreat at Rock EagleActivities at the UMMen Igniting Faith Retreat at Rock Eagle  

Canned Soup DriveCanned Soup Drive  

FF or the forth year 
men are requested 

to bring 3 cans of 
soup to Rock Eagle.  
The soup will be dis-
tributed to those in 
need across Georgia. 

Prayer Line Prayer Line   

MM en attending Rock Eagle 
ómanô the prayer line and re-

ceive prayer requests from across 
the United States, Puerto Rico and 
Canada.  Volunteers are needed 
to staff the Upper Room Prayer 
Line from 8:00 PM to 12:00 AM 
Friday and Saturday evening. 
 

No experience necessary!  
Training provided! 

 

Each evening at 11:30 PM in the 
Chapel, prayer request received 
on the Prayer Line and on the 
Prayer Wall are prayed over. 

Workshops Workshops ðð  Something For EveryoneSomething For Everyone 

WW  e have an excellent selection of clergy and laity leaders for 17 unique Workshops, with three timeslots on Saturday and two 
early bird timeslots on Friday.   
Barry Herrin, Scouting Coordinator for the  North Georgia Con-
ference, will lead a special 3 hour Scouting Ministry Training ses-
sion on Saturday Afternoon, starting at 2:30 PM, which will prepare, 
equip and resource men to be effective Scouting leaders!  
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PET Mobility ProjectPET Mobility Project 

TT he United Methodist Men are beginning a relationship with PET
È 

International to manufacture and assemble hand cranked carts 
in the North Georgia Conference. These will be shipped to various 
parts of the world where adults and children are immobile without 
the use of their legs. These carts provide a means of independent 
transportation.  
At the UMMen Igniting Faith Retreat we will be assembling 
carts with components manufactured by PET Memphis, an affiliate 
of PET International.  Mark Griffy and volunteers from PET Memphis 
will be training men in the manufacturing of various components, 
assembly, testing and packaging carts for shipping and distribution. 

 

Your help is needed to raise $3,000.00 for this project.  
 

Please support this project in any amount, by making checks pay-
able to United Methodist Men, put PET Mobility Project in the 
memo line and send to:  
United Methodist Men, PO Box 450646, Atlanta, GA 31145 

Leader Topic 

Gary Whetstone The Impact of Marriage in a Fuzzy Culture 

Jim Lowry Impact of International Missions on Individual Lives 

Richard Winn David / Solomon / JosephðWhere Are You? 

Richard Chewning Young Men and the Outdoors 

Allen Stewart Using the Past to Speak to the Future 

Juan Quintanilla How is it With Your Soul? 

Joe Peabody Temptation in the Life of the Believer 

James Smith Churches that Make a Difference: The Men God Uses 
to Do It! 

Terry Bizzell &  
Louis Johnson 

Leading Menôs Ministry in the Congregation  
and District 

Jim Boesch Lead Like Jesus Training Overview 

Wayne Mims Closing the Divide: Pastors Involvement  
In Menôs Ministry 

Steve Hart PET Mobility Assembly Project 

Steve Hart Discussion of MovieðGodôs Not Dead 

Barry Herrin Scouting Ministry Training 

Also :  Olu Brown, Allan Coppedge and Andrew Convington 


